ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We want you to view the exhibition, enjoy the food provided by The Vizzina Group, meet and visit
with all here tonight. Therefore, there is not enough time tonight to speak the names of every person
who has contributed to this exhibition

The Steering Committee chair-members who stood by me as chair of the Vulcan project; Leon Chiarella,
co-chair, Rose Mary Lorino Lanzi, treasurer, and my spouse Charles Gagliano.

To all who served as committee chairs, co-chairs and volunteers, you gave of your talents, time and
organizational skills. I thank you for tolerating the many phone calls, emails, meetings, and trips to
Vulcan. I have been truly touched by your generosity, your kindness in supporting me and Leon
through these past years of 2013 and 2014, and continuing into 2015, you never wavered, you never
doubted us. It has been a long, but exciting and prosperous 16 months.
I will always remember you in my prayers and thoughts. Our heritage unites us as one!
Milli Grazie

To our corporate sponsors, and the families of Italian Heritage, who purchased ads, featured
your families in the memorial book, and or bronze plaque your generosity to the IAHS is
showcased in our Memorial Book and Bronze Plaque. To the corporate CEOs,' to the ladies &
gentlemen who contributed - the Memorial Book is our acknowledgment to you; without you
this exhibit would not have happened. Words cannot express our heartfelt gratitude to all of
you!

The following people have generously donated their venues, time, physical labor, organizational
skills, talents and goods to assist the IAHS in bringing the Italian community’s exhibit “La Storia”
Italian Immigrants to the Birmingham District to fruition.

Reverend Monsignor Paul Rohling, Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church
Reverend Joseph Culotta, St. Mark Catholic Church
Signore Carlo Roppa, sculptor

E.E. Skip Campbell PhD

Chef Chris Vizzina - The Vizzina Group

Ross Gagliano, PhD.

Sam Rumore, Attorney at Law

Vince Bruno

Jack Sacco, award winning author

Tony Ardovino - TR Ross Productions

Mike Alexander, photography, website

Christopher Gagliano

John Milazzo, videographer

Piggly Wiggly – Columbiana

Ross Gagliano & the band Spellbound

Jonathan Gagliano

Vincent Bruno

Joe Lovoy

Act III band

SRA Foods

Mary Jo Fritts - Ageless Music

City of Birmingham

Supreme Beverage Corporation

Denise Lovoy Koch Events LLC.

Vivian Leo

Don Leo, Director of Regions Park

Tom Vizzini - Vizzini Winery

Chef Brian Vizzini

Rare Transportation

Joe Ceravello & his band

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING
The honorable Mayor William Bell of the City of Birmingham. Thank you for your generosity!
To our graphic designer; Barbara Clavenna of Chiavenna Designs. We want to express our
gratitude for your dedication and support! You were willing to run the last mile with any request
we threw at you.
Lastly, we want to express our gratitude to the Directors of Vulcan Park and Museum for their
tireless efforts in coordinating our exhibit. To have the Italian American Heritage Society chosen
for this exhibition has opened many doors of opportunity for the IAHS. No words can express
our gratitude. We will never forget your generosity and your kindness to the Italian American
community.
The IAHS want to express our heartfelt gratitude and prayers to everyone spoken of here tonight and to
those who we may have forgotten-our apologies. Without you, the IAHS would not have been able to
achieve the success nor the completion of this exhibition. With the aid of your kindness, we can express
to the people of Birmingham and the State of Alabama how proud we are of our Italian heritage, and
our ancestors’ courage to seek a better life in America, the greatest country in the world.
May God’s blessings be with you,
Milli Grazie

